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Issues considered at the IPALA Satellite meeting in Shanghai are as follows
1. the ‘global curriculum’ project 

2. contributions to the IPA J’burg meeting 

3. next IPALA meeting 

4. our establishment as a ‘society’

1. The Global Curriculum project
This originated from the American Board of Pediatrics, initially with the idea of a global paediatrician certification, or standard. They requested a number of individuals to attend a meeting in Frankfurt, and from here have developed a few teams looking at different aspects of the curriculum.

 

At our IPALA meeting, Hazen Ham very much presented this as his group sifting through all the available postgraduate curricula, and coming up with a set of competencies across the range, so defining a global pediatrician.
 

In discussion on the day of our IPALA satellite, which very productive, the following conclusions were reached:

1. Each countries autonomy and ability to set its own standard for paediatrician training and certification needs to be respected. 

2. We needed to be clear what is meant by a ‘global pediatrician’. This still remains unclear to me. However we are clear that we are not talking about a global standard that enables pediatricians to move from country to country, rather, we are talking about a core set of competencies/skills/knowledge/attitudes that we would consider should be the characteristics of every pediatrician globally. 

3. There might be merit in a core ‘trunk’ set of defined competencies that were applicable in every country. Then to this trunk could be grafted, at local level, the specific requirements and adaptations required of that country, to meet their local needs, and being mindful of their health systems, resource constraints and patient need. 

4. It is not sufficient to just define a core set of requirements (or competencies), without providing resources (e-resources) to support countries in meeting the training needs of trainees in their countries, and indeed, in the provision of Continuing Professional Development Resources. 

Recommendation 1
IPALA establish a steering committee for this global pediatrician project, that it be auspiced by IPALA, that its membership be drawn from the ABP and IPALA, that it is Chaired by an IPALA member, and that it is small. 

 

Such a steering committee could oversee a larger group working on this project.
 
Recommendation 2
IPALA write a project plan for the ‘global pediatrician’ project, initially with WHO, and then include UNICEF, to enable additional support for this project.
 

2. Contribution to the IPA 2010 meeting
In discussion with Keith Bolton, it is apparent that there are 3 potential ‘slots’ for medical education themes that we could run through the conference. These theme areas could take the form of a number of talks clustered around a central theme. I would wonder about us ‘claiming’ these slots, and working through what their content should be.

 

Recommendation 3
That IPALA provide three MedEd themes for the IPA 2010 meeting, and that we urgently decide what these are. Furthermore, we establish a program committee to oversee the program development and coordination for the IPA 2010 meeting.
 

The themes should probably include the ‘global pediatrician’, but I would wonder about other topics as such as assessment, teaching in resource-poor settings, IMCI and the under-5 mortality problems etc….

 

3. Next IPALA meeting
This should be with the IPA 2010 meeting. Keith suggested that we could be hosted by the local University Pediatric Department, be shown around etc. I discussed some of this with Cherif Rahimy, who was at the Shanghai IPALA meeting and is Professor of Pediatric and Medical Genetics in Benin. 

 

Recommendation 4
That we establish a program committee to oversee the 2010 IPALA ‘satellite’ meeting, and that Cherif and Keith need to be on this program committee, but others are needed.
 

4. Our establishment as a Society
Now that we have passed our Constitution, and many thanks to Bob who did so much work on this, we will establish ourselves more firmly. Details on this will follow.

 

